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Georgina Studio Tour: September 25-26, 10am —5 pm

After a one-year hiatus in 2020 Paul Harpley is returning to the Georgina Studio
Tour this year. Although Paul’s Art Zone Studio will not be set up for this
weekend, he will be joining his daughter Janet Harpley-Aco exhibiting at her
studio (Artistic Approach Studio, unit 7, 10 The Queensway South in Keswick).
This will be Studio “D” on the Georgina Studio Tour map below, also found at
georginastudiotour.com. The weekend event promises to be an important fine
art event.

GEORGINA
STUDIO TOUR

Janet’s Artistic Approach Studio is at 10 The Queensway South, Keswick (Unit 7).
georginastudiotour.com Studio “D” 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. artists in attendance
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PLEASE NOTE: Map is not to scale

Come see a great selection of art at the Art Zone Studio
Autumn Art Show and Sale 3 - 6 p.m. on select days.
Original paintings, drawings, sculpture, garden art, limited edition prints,
Inuit and African sculpture, affordable framing of works by studio artists,
and more. Great art and savings exclusively at the Art Zone Studio.

The Art Zone Studio OPEN



With the relaxing of provincial and municipal restrictions to the
continuing coronavirus Pandemic in Ontario, the outdoor studio is
open in rural northern York Region and compliant with changing
protocols in place (ie. social distancing, face masks and hand
sanitizer). Over the last month we have had soft opening displays in
this unique outdoor space. See dates when the studio is open below.

Lots of inventory! Something to interest everyone.

Come for a drive and see us in cottage country!

The Art Zone Studio is a unique Outdoor Visual Arts
experience (weather dependent).

Art Zone Studio — Dates as follows
Between 3 and 6 p.m. (weather dependent) on the following dates:

Tuesday September 28t
Thursday September 30t
Sunday October 3"
Monday October 4t
Thursday October 7t

Or, by chance...

e-mail ArtZoneStudioCanada@gmail.com or phone 905-722-8021
ahead if weather is questionable.

Featured artwork at The Art Zone Studio


mailto:ArtZoneStudioCanada@gmail.com

Canadian Nature Artist  Paul Harpley

Limited Edition and

Original Art

Art Zone Studio

6045 Frog Street, Pefferlaw, ON LOE 1NO

905-722-8021
By Appointment OR By Chance

Original acyrlic paintings, watercolours, drawings, sculpture, garden art, jewelry. Canadian artists.

Also, African and Canadian Inuit Art.

Other artists represented: Graham Ames, Natcho Franzoi, Janet Harpley-Aco, and Thomas
Amoah.

Support of 32" annual Lake Simcoe Fundraiser

Paul donated a one of a kind, framed, very limited, large size limited edition
print “Moonlight Reflections, Timber Wolf”, Artist Proof, A/P 5/20. An added



feature is an original pencil remarque of a wolf hand-drawn on the print. Paul
has been donating to conservation at the annual Lake Simcoe Conservation
Foundation, Conservation Dinner Event for many years.

“Moonlight Reflections, Timber Wolf”, limited edition — Paul Harpley

Climate Change Focus

Paul has been engaged in Climate Change research and investigations from the mid-1970’s at
the University of Toronto as an undergrad student in physical geography science and
environmental studies. At that time investigations were fully science-based, focused on global
mean recent climatological data change observations; early sea ice and glacier melt
documented events contrasted with various historical records. Political and social dimensions
of the science had not yet begun to colour the science and politicize the worthiness of this early
science.

It was only into the mid 1980’s that this technical focus began to attract the interest of the non-
academic fossil fuel industry, affected business interests, and politicians. So began the now
well- known controversial engagements of some three decades of misinformation, contrary
conclusions of data, political opposition to positive action to the rise of global legitimation of
science informed conclusions of the critical need to reduce global C02 emissions. In recent
years the United Nations has brought the weight of science to Climate Change science and the



need for urgent action. The UN Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (I.P.C.C.) has said
the world is wildly off-target in limiting the global temperature rise to 1.5 C by 2030. Scientists
have warned that unless governments and the public make “rapid, far-reaching, and
unprecedented changes in all aspects of society,” hundreds of millions will face drought, floods,

and food shortages.

Paul has kept abreast of the science of climate change over these many years. Indeed in 2007,
some 14 years ago he organized a science meeting and screening of the renowned presentation
of “An Inconvenient Truth”, the film by past American Vice-President Al Gore, in the Town of
Georgina in northern York Region. Prior to the local screening Paul had the opportunity to meet
Gore at a presentation at Convocation Hall at the University of Toronto in 2006, representing
the Toronto Zoo and City of Toronto, and followed up to bring the presentation to the Lake
Simcoe area. More recently, pre-pandemic, he has made illustrated presentations at science
organizations meetings and other forums on historical and contemporary perspectives of

Climate Change science and research.

The poster for the event in the Lake Simcoe area in 2007, was also designed and illustrated by
Paul (below left), and now he has reimagined it as a new coloured artwork “Climate Change,
Global Crisis”, that he has just released as a very limited reproduction print. It will later become
a decorator poster collector’s item. Contact us to get one now.
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2007 Event Poster art 2021 Fine Art mixed media work Paul Harpley.

Original and limited edition prints available.
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Appointment to Lake Simcoe Science Committee

Recently appointed by Order in Council, Ontario - On the recommendation of the Lieutenant
Governor of Ontario, by and with the advice and concurrence of the Executive Council of
Ontario:

Paul Harpley is a retired manager, Toronto Zoo (31 years). Having travelled in
conservation/design work internationally he brings perspectives, experience in planning/project
management problem solving action, to science initiatives. As an academic Hons. BSc
(University of Toronto) and M.A. and current doctoral research (York University). Specialized
science and applied research/restoration ecology geomorphology, river hydrology and soils
science/erosion dynamics in the South Lake Simcoe area are long-term engagements and
interests.

Paul has published widely on landscape ecology, local/international wildlife, and planning,
including in the Rouge River and Lake Simcoe watershed, where he lives. He has been involved
with initiation of the Lake Simcoe Act, and other community conservation initiatives for many
years, including the Federal Clean-Up Fund, and a past LSRCA board member (Provincial
Appointee).

Lake Simcoe Focus of Art

Paul Harpley has lived in the Lake Simcoe area in the Town of Georgina for over 35 years with
wife Debra, and continues to be a Lake Simcoe champion, dedicated artist and conservationist
for the lake and watershed. He is known as a wildlife artist but has also drawn and painted
landscapes across Ontario, Canada and internationally including England, Africa, Korea the U.S
and Central America. But it is Lake Simcoe that is one of his favorite places, the subject of many
works.

In 2021 he produced a series of small pencil drawings of local South Lake Simcoe landscapes
that will be exhibited at the Georgina Studio Tour, and limited-edition prints are available of a
couple of images.



Lake Simcoe landscape, Sibbald Pt. Lake Simcoe landscape, view toward Georgina Island.

" Lake Simcoe landscape, Willow Beach, Storm
approaching.

Images of Killarney

A New Series of very Limited Edition reproduction
Prints by Paul Harpley

These limited-edition reproduction prints are a wide-ranging selection of Paul
Harpley works in various media over three decades of wilderness travel in
Killarney Provincial Park. They represent a range of landscape paintings of
diverse place, weather and impressions of the unique scenes of the park.



© Paul Harpley, copyright image © Paul Harpley, copyright image
Killarney, Lookout Trail watercolour Killarney, George Lake Windy summer day watercolour
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Killarney P.P. Lake and La Cloche Mountains watercolour  Silver Peak Killarney watercolour



© Paul Harpley, copyright image

Silver Peak view drawing, Killarney Park

The series includes images of watercolour, acrylic and drawings from the field at Killarney Provincial
Park, Georgian Bay and town of Killarney. Order your landscape of Killarney by e-mail
ArtZoneStudioCanada@gmail.com

e-mail ArtZoneStudioCanada@gmail.com Phone: 905-722-8021

Located 2 km west off Park Road at 6045 Frog Street,

one concession south of the hamlet of Egypt.
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Featuring a unique Artist Studio experience that focuses on Art inspired by Nature. The Rustic Studio
and Gallery space in the woods located in Northern York Region south of Sutton in beautiful South Lake
Simcoe. Experienced professional artists are represented. From time to time special art shows, art and
naturalists’ workshops will be featured, including guest artists. Full limited editions and original art
collections of Canadian Nature Artist Paul Harpley featured. Website: harpley.ca

Affordable quality Picture Framing available.

Paintings, drawings, sculpture, photography, originals, prints and limited-edition reproductions.
e-mail ArtZoneStudioCanada@gmail.com By appointment or by Chance

Conservation News

New Scientific Publication — Veery in South Lake Simcoe.

Paul has been busy bringing together original research findings and documentation of long-
term field investigations of various wildlife species in the past year. One significant species in
decline is the Veery. With collaborators he has brought together work on a recently published
Journal paper.

Veeries are medium-sized thrushes, and smaller than an American Robin though similar
in shape. They have a plump body, round head, a straight, narrow bill, with fairly long
wings and legs.

Generally, Veeries are notable for their uniform rusty brown cast with grayish flanks,
with indistinct spotting on the chest and pale underparts. Their throat is white with a
buffy-orange cast.

You may also hear their distinctive, scolding call note, a harsh ‘veerr’ usually given from
a hidden ground location in their deep wet forest habitat. In recent decades the species’
population has been in steady decline.

The CANADIAN
FIELD-NATURALIST

A JOURNAL OF FIELD BIOLOGY AND ECOLOGY

Vol. 134 No. 4 (2020)

¢ Connor Hawey University of Guelph


mailto:paul@harpley.ca
mailto:ArtZoneStudioCanada@gmail.com
https://www.canadianfieldnaturalist.ca/index.php/cfn/issue/view/81

e Paul Harpley The Zephyr Society of Lake Simcoe

¢ Rob Milne wilfrid Laurier University

DOI: https://doi.org/10.22621/cfn.v134i4.2239

Keywords: Catharus fuscescens, nesting habitat, habitat use, Veery

Abstract

Veery (Catharus fuscescens) is a breeding migrant thrush that nests throughout much of the
temperate forests within Canada. Habitat loss and degradation is thought to be responsible for
a steady decline in Veery populations since 1970. We studied habitat characteristics of
occupied Veery territories versus unoccupied adjacent areas in southern Ontario during the
2016 breeding season. Occupied territories were characterized as riparian deciduous forests
dominated by ash (Fraxinus spp.), Black Cherry (Prunus serotina), and Red Maple (Acer rubrum)
trees with an understorey of Balsam Fir (Abies balsamea) and ferns (order Polypodiales); the
presence of fruit-producing plants such as Riverbank Grape (Vitis riparia) and Bunchberry

(Cornus canadensis) also was important.

Connor Hawey, University of Guelph

Master of Environmental Sciences Student, School of Environmental Sciences
Paul Harpley, York University

Bachelor of Science, Honours, Master of Arts, Geography

Rob Milne, Wilfrid Laurier University

Associate Professor, Department of Geography and Environmental Studies

Habitat use by Veery ( Catharus fuscescens ) in southern Ontario
| The Canadian Field-Naturalist

Veery (Catharus fuscescens) is a breeding migrant thrush that nests throughout much of the
temperate forests within Canada. Habitat loss and degradation is thought to be responsible for a
steady decline in Veery populations since 1970. We studied habitat characteristics of occupied
Veery territories versus unoccupied adjacent areas in southern Ontario during the 2016 breeding
season.

www.canadianfieldnaturalist.ca
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Gypsy Moth
European Gypsy Moth Infestation

Paul Harpley, article and photographs — Zephyr Society of Lake Simcoe
www.zephyrsociety.ca

The European gypsy moth (Lymantria dispar dispar) is an invasive insect that has become
naturalized throughout southern Ontario, including South Lake Simcoe. It comes from Europe
and was first confirmed in the province in the late 1960’s.

The moth larvae feed on leaves of hardwood trees like maple, oak, birch and elm. Egg sacks are
the first evidence of them on your property, being easy to see on tree trunks in the winter. On
our property we (Debra and 1) found the egg sacks on most all tree species, even commonly on
Eastern White cedar trees, as in two of the photographs accompanying this article.

Over the winter we scraped off the egg sacks from trees using a hunting knife or stick. It is
recommended wearing gloves and a having a bag to collect them, then soaking them in soapy
water later for a few days, to destroy them before putting in the garbage. We visually found
over 200 egg masses in roughly 5 areas of forest. We were casually finding them while
skiing/walking. When you look on the trees on your property you should collect the eggs before
they hatch into the destructive caterpillars.

The caterpillars eat the leaves from a range of tree species such as oak, birch and maple.
The canopy of forest areas can be broken depending on the severity of the infestation.
Sometimes foliage can recover in the season, sometimes not, from our past experience.
We had egg masses on Butternut trees that we purged of egg masses/caterpillars, as best
we could, in May and June. About 15% of the foliage was affected. All signs and reports by
others University researchers, conservation authorities and others that suggest 2022 there
will be higher infestation in our area.


http://www.zephyrsociety.ca/
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The eggs in the egg masses are able to survive in our winter forest habitats through cold,
windy and harsh weather. P/H

Pupae from caterpillars to the emerging moths last year on a maple tree, photographed
this spring. P/H

Broken egg mass and eggs in spring in lab i P/H



The moth caterpillars are dark and hairy in appearance and grow very large. They are
distinguished by having a row of blue and red spots along their back. The caterpillars on
the trunks and branches of trees can be trapped by wrapping cloth or burlap around the
tree trunk. Think of it as giving the tree a skirt. If the fabric is 3’ wide, tie with string at the
1.5 mark and let the fabric fold in half, opening towards the ground. As the caterpillars
come down the trees in hot summer days to cooler shaded forest, they pass the cloth or
burlap but later in the day get trapped as they climb, and that is when you can collect
them.

It should be noted that it is important for everyone to find and purge trees of this
invasive species wherever possible, especially on private lands if we are to protect our
forests. Municipalities, Regions and the province are undertaking various control measures
on public lands.

The South Lake Simcoe Naturalists (SLSN) decided to hold a limited outdoor meeting/walkabout
June 27, 2021 at Brown Hill Park. A small but committed group of members met and
discussed stories/activities during COVID lockdown, club business, and details of other
naturalist information. A safe hike on the local rail trail and forest/meadow was
undertaken. What became very apparent was the immediate impact the recent invasion of
Gypsy moth was having on the key forest trees in the park area, including defoliation of
Aspen poplar, White birch and Sugar maple trees. Some photographs of the impact of the
Gypsy moth are presented below.

Gypsy moth caterpillar at Brown Hill Park (one of




Gypsy Moth Update in July 2021

Georgina area SLS article

Ontario Natural Resources and Forestry

Seeing gypsy moth caterpillars here, there, and everywhere? That’s because we’re in the late
stage caterpillar life cycle of a gypsy moth (July 2021).

Looking for some help? MNRF does not manage gypsy moths on private land, but we do
suggest control methods for landowners with trees defoliated by gypsy moth.

You can:

e Use the control methods outlined in our infographic.

e Check your local listings to find reputable insect control service providers with experience in
controlling gypsy moth populations.

e Leave them be and let nature take its course. Predators and disease will increase after a
couple of years of high gypsy moth numbers and will help control their population.

To learn more about gypsy moths, visit ontario.ca/page/gypsy-
moth. #MNRFScience #pestmanagement ##gypsymoth
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http://ontario.ca/page/gypsy-moth?fbclid=IwAR3JB9aPbSPa4pmeFBfAi5v7hVC1uRs_12v6gPnQGxviaHT3mqP1eXzQY4Q
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https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/pestmanagement?__eep__=6&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZXmJMBNdW-ZycIVd8qojEUv0JoqpmKYym1-eQQ0t3ocZBO0zjXrUpJcey5uPBTUomaMrq-OQK7jltSRGlo8CL7uNvIM2iedumr8NF_T0TIcvY1XgX4DfZ-br3-XPXsFgRzaozgFlkIJM9lvzdACWy_tkmSO5l3AVEf1mhxlucapjdO2pplbpYGsATV7MU6rtKM&__tn__=*NK*F
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/gypsymoth?__eep__=6&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZXmJMBNdW-ZycIVd8qojEUv0JoqpmKYym1-eQQ0t3ocZBO0zjXrUpJcey5uPBTUomaMrq-OQK7jltSRGlo8CL7uNvIM2iedumr8NF_T0TIcvY1XgX4DfZ-br3-XPXsFgRzaozgFlkIJM9lvzdACWy_tkmSO5l3AVEf1mhxlucapjdO2pplbpYGsATV7MU6rtKM&__tn__=*NK*F
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As advised in a recent South Lake Simcoe Naturalists (SLSN) Talon Newsletter the
Ontario Government review of “Growing the Greenbelt” is important to our
organization as naturalists and conservation leaders in northern York Region.
Over the last decade SLSN has been assisting the Zephyr Society of Lake Simcoe, a
scientific organization, leading a major conservation landscape ecology proposed
project in the Pefferlaw area. Recent detailing of the planning and protected lands
initiative follows. P.H.

Pefferlaw Wildlands Complex —
Growing t|_1e Greenbelt, Ontario June 2021 Current Research

ol T

Located on the south-east shore of Lake Simcoe in a low sand plain, on the
geomorphic lake bottom of glacial Lake Algonquin, drained by the Pefferlaw River
through the historic community of Pefferlaw. Biodiversity includes a diverse
complex of forests, grassland meadows, wetlands, streams/river courses, and
abundant wildlife and plants.

Designated as a large developable Secondary Plan area when the Greenbelt was
first established, by 2015 local naturalists proposed shrinking it to “Grow the
Greenbelt”. During Official Plan, Town of Georgina reviews, Council with
consultant recommendations from mapping & planning analysis, considered and


https://zephyrsociety.ca/2021/06/
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supported a 59% reduction of unprotected lands approximately 1,500 hectares
for protection, for the Greenbelt expansion, still yet to be realized in 2021.

Wildland ecology conservation connections of existing corridors from Duclos Pt.
Provincial Nature Reserve with new proposed Greenbelt lands, to adjacent York
Region Forests (Cronsberry, Godfrey and Pefferlaw Tracts) would create a large,
protected country-side reserve.

Accompanying document

Pefferlaw Wildlands Complex

The Zephyr Society of Lake Simcoe, Research Organization. A Conservation
Partner of the South Lake Simcoe Naturalists (Ontario Nature).

“Growing the Greenbelt” by “Shrinking the Pefferlaw Secondary Plan Area” in
the Town of Georgina.

The Pefferlaw Wildlands Complex is located at the southeast shore of Lake Simcoe
in low undulating sand plain community, the geomorphic lake bottom of glacial
Lake Algonquin. Connected naturally to bogs and marshes through the Pefferlaw
River and watershed from Lake Simcoe at its mouth, south to the north slope of
the Oak Ridges Moraine, where its headwaters originate. Where the river reaches
the shores of Lake Simcoe the historic community of Pefferlaw was founded in
the late 1820’s and developed along the river. Today the town, a cultural gem,
remains intimately connected to the river and the surrounding natural habitats.
Here are biodiverse mature and early to mid-successional forest, grassland
meadows, various wetlands, clear streams and river courses and attendant
abundant wildlife and plants (of diverse taxa, including habitat sensitive species).

The area was designated as a large developable Secondary Plan area when the
Greenbelt was first established. But, by 2015 local naturalists proposed shrinking
this urban envelope to “Grow the Greenbelt” surroundings. At that time, during
Official Plan Review and Provincial Coordinated Land Use Planning Review, the
Council of the Town of Georgina in York Region supported Secondary Plan
contraction, of consultant recommendations from mapping, planning analysis and
conceptual operational implementation to the area. This recommendation
detailed a 59% reduction of unprotected lands that would liberate 1,496 hectares
of these significant natural heritage landscapes that would be protected in the



Greenbelt expansion, possibly the last such opportunity remaining in the entire
G.T.A. The recommendation plan has still not been advanced by responsible levels
of government by 2021. The hope is that provincial consultation process of
“Growing the Greenbelt” will lead to implementation and establishment of this
very important conservation opportunity.

Key in the plan and design is a major landscape ecology connection of an essential
natural heritage corridor. Extending from the Duclos Point Provincial Nature
Reserve (one of the last large natural Lake Simcoe shoreline protected areas) with
new Greenbelt lands to adjacent York Region Forest areas (Cronsberry, Godfrey
and Pefferlaw Tracts) to the south clustered around the high quality Pefferlaw
River up-stream of the urban town area.

In light of the direct relationship between the Pefferlaw Secondary Plan and the
Provincial Greenbelt, the Georgina Official Plan specifically be amended to
increase the Greenbelt area and reduce the Pefferlaw Secondary Plan areaas it
exists now. Therefore, it is our recommendation that the province shrink the
Pefferlaw Secondary Plan area in the Georgina Official Plan. This makes
excellent design logic and sense and is good planning, and is,

1. Consistent focus on Growing the Greenbelt and managing growth in a
controlled, planned and consistent manner.

2. Good planning and in the public interest

3. Inthe interest and action of supporting natural heritage conservation
of natural heritage and wildlife.

4. In the interest of the hamlet of Pefferlaw and the Town of Georgina as
per Georgina Report N. 2015-0026.

5. Is a geographically defined and identified area that can be
represented in an Official Plan.

6. In the Lake Simcoe act and Plan there is no provision for future large
municipal sewage plant service to the community of Pefferlaw, so
development will be limited over many years.

7. In the Ontario Growth Plan consultations and Plans, minimal
development of infill etc. is projected for the 20-30 year time frame.at
the community of Pefferlaw.



8. The required planning operational arrangements are primarily Zoning
change and administrative and local consultation. Compared to other
areas in the existing Greenbelt in the G.T.A., this Growing the
Greenbelt at Pefferlaw can be readily achieved now!

9. There are existing York Region Forests (Cronsberry, Godfrey and
Pefferlaw Tracts) in and adjacent to the proposed contraction area of
the shrinking of the Secondary Plan area. Also, the significant Duclos
Point Provincial Nature Reserve (Adjunct to Sibbald Point Provincial
Park) in the area provides an incredible linkage in landscape ecology,
and fulfilment a major goal of the Lake Simcoe Act and Plan.

10.Natural corridors connect the river/streams and the surrounding
natural habitats. Here are biodiverse mature and early to mid-
successional forest, grassland meadows, various wetlands, clear
streams and river courses and attendant abundant wildlife and plants
(of diverse taxa, including habitat sensitive species).

Key Report: Town of Georgina, Council Agenda, Wed. May 13, 2015. Item 35.
Page 16 of Report No. PB-2015-0026.

Two key Maps to the Town of Georgina Report No. PB-2015-0026, of the

2015 Provincial Coordinated Land Use Planning Review for visual
documentation of shrinking the Pefferlaw Secondary Plan (Maps below, 5 and 6
of the Georgina Report) are key to implementation of this conservation
initiative of creation of the conservation reserve.





https://zephyrsociety.ca/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/Pefferlaw-wildlands-complex-Town-of-Georgina-Map-3-Report-No.-PB-2015-0026.jpg

Map 5, Report No. PB-2015-0026, Attachment 3, pp. 1 of 1. Town of Georgina
document. “Shrinking Pefferlaw Secondary Plan to Grow the Greenbelt” Zephyr
Society of Lake Simcoe.

Past Community Planning Documents

Ontario Greenbelt — Pefferlaw Wildlands Complex.

Harpley, Paul (2021) Ontario Nature and Partners, StoryMap documents Pefferlaw
Wildlands Complex, The Zephyr Society of Lake Simcoe, Canada Protected Areas
Program.

Harpley, Paul (2021) Ontario Gov. Grow the Greenbelt 2021 Consultation
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Harpley, Paul (2015) SLSN, Correspondence; Felix Whitton, Friends of the
Greenbelt Foundation — Pefferlaw Secondary Plan, unreasonably large, Georgina,
Ontario.

Canada Protected Areas

The Pefferlaw Wildlands Complex is a prime candidate for a Protected Area in the
Canada 30 x 30 17% protected area program. The first stage of planning is to get
the entire area out of the ridiculously large current Pefferlaw Secondary Plan, and
into the Greenbelt.

The Zephyr Society of Lake Simcoe and the South Lake Simcoe Naturalists have
been working on the science-based program, planning operational arrangements
and community conservation advocacy for over 7 years. Two past opportunities
to act by the province in the past with the Wynne Government were not acted
upon in spite of detailed submissions and action by our organization. The Town of
Georgina on recommended “Shrinking the Pefferlaw Secondary Plan” to “Grow
the Greenbelt” under science and community pressure by our organizations, but
no substantive action by the municipality has been demonstrated in 7 years, to
make this happen.

It is hoped the present Provincial government in their “Grow the Greenbelt”
consultations presently will act to “Shrinking the Pefferlaw Secondary Plan” to
“Grow the Greenbelt”.

Following success in getting the lands into the Greenbelt, the entire area could be
considered for a “Protected Area” candidate Site in the Federal Government 30 x
30, 17% protected lands. This Pefferlaw Wildlands Complex with it’s tremendous
corridor landscape ecological form and function from Lake Simcoe south to the
wild Pefferlaw River is unique and large.

Canada Protected Areas Program — The People’s Summit Information Below.
Paul Harpley, Director

The Zephyr Society of Lake Simcoe www.zephyrsociety.ca
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Canada is not immune to the global biodiversity crisis. We are approaching almost 700 species at risk
in this country. How do we turn the tide? Protect enough habitat. Science says nature needs half.

Canada has pledged to protect 30% of our land and ocean by 2030 (the 30 x 30 commitment). US
President Biden has also made this commitment. Québec and California are ahead in delivering on
the promise of 30x30. Yet, Ontario sits at 10.7% with no pledge to do more.

The Peoples’ Summit, was a virtual event, that took place June 15 -17, and
showcased Ontario’s special places needing protection.

Getting to 30% requires leadership from of all of us: Indigenous Nations, environmental
organizations, communities, municipalities, conservation authorities, progressive industry, land
trusts and more.

Amazing speakers discussed: Indigenous leadership on protected areas Protected areas
opportunities in every region of Ontario Urban protected areas National Marine Conservation Areas
Ecological linkages and wildlife corridors.

Janet Sumner Executive Director

Location: Pefferlaw Wildlands Complex Ontario
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Area Photographs

Pefferlaw River edge near walk Bridge 2021-05-14 P. Harpley
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Pefferlaw River edge Wooded stream 2021-
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Pefferlaw area Grassland meadow 2021-07-23 P. Harpley
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Pefferlaw River Wooded Wetland near Duclous Point P. N. Reserve 2021-05-14 P. Harpley

Climate Change News

2021-05-20

International Energy Agency

Net Zero by 2050 Report

Read the Report:

More information: https://www.iea.org/reports/net-zero-by-2050

In this report

The number of countries announcing pledges to achieve net-zero emissions over the coming
decades continues to grow. But the pledges by governments to date — even if fully achieved —
fall well short of what is required to bring global energy-related carbon dioxide emissions to net
zero by 2050 and give the world an even chance of limiting the global temperature rise to 1.5
°C.


https://www.iea.org/reports/net-zero-by-2050
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This special report is the world’s first comprehensive study of how to transition to a net zero
energy system by 2050 while ensuring stable and affordable energy supplies, providing
universal energy access, and enabling robust economic growth. It sets out a cost-effective and
economically productive pathway, resulting in a clean, dynamic and resilient energy economy
dominated by renewables like solar and wind instead of fossil fuels. The report also examines
key uncertainties, such as the roles of bioenergy, carbon capture and behavioural changes in
reaching net zero.

2021-05-19

New Scientist Daily

Methane Mystery

Atmospheric concentrations of methane have been climbing upwards since 2007, but last year,
according to preliminary data released this month, methane levels made their biggest annual jump, by
14.7 parts per billion, since records started in 1983. The gas may be shorter-lived than carbon dioxide,
but its warming effect is 28 times more potent, and scientists aren’t sure why it keeps increasing ahead
of predictions. Even new modelling for a landmark report by the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate
Change, due out in August, predicts that methane concentrations will start to fall this year, but that isn’t
happening in reality. “2020’s increase was double the 2007 growth. It’s even higher than the early
1980s, when the gas industry was going crazy. It’s really scary,” says Euan Nisbet at Royal Holloway
London.

More information: https://www.newscientist.com/article/mg25033350-700-a-mysterious-rise-in-
methane-levels-is-sparking-global-warming-

fears/?utm source=nsday&utm medium=email&utm campaign=NSDAY 190521

A mysterious rise in methane levels is sparking global warming fears

ENVIRONMENT 18 May 2021 by Adam Vaughan

Livestock, particularly cows, are a major source of methane
plainpicture/Jan Hakan Dahlstrém

IN A University of Colorado lab, near a furnace running at 1100°C and machines adorned
with Star Trek posters, lie rows of metal flasks holding clues to the cause of an alarming rise in a
powerful greenhouse gas. They contain samples of air from around the world that Sylvia
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https://www.newscientist.com/article/mg25033350-700-a-mysterious-rise-in-methane-levels-is-sparking-global-warming-fears/?utm_source=nsday&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=NSDAY_190521
https://www.newscientist.com/subject/environment/
https://www.newscientist.com/author/adam-vaughan/
https://instaar.colorado.edu/people/sylvia-englund-michel/

Michel’s team of methane detectives analyse to reveal whether the gas came from burning
fossil fuels and wood, or from wetlands and cow guts.

The work isn’t merely academic. Pinpointing the sources of the methane ...

Read more: https://www.newscientist.com/article/mg25033350-700-a-mysterious-rise-in-methane-levels-is-
sparking-global-warming-fears/#ixzz6vKOwWEAI6

Introducing the Climate Legacy Project

Climate Legacy is an initiative to mobilize older Canadians in climate action through their voices,
their time and their money. It provides helpful resources for seniors wanting to do more, and
features inspiring stories of environmental organizations with a strong senior base from across
Ontario. The goal of Climate Legacy is to empower seniors interested in climate action who are
often overlooked in current environmental mobilizing efforts. Check out the project website to
learn more, or subscribe to the newsletter for monthly updates and stories about ongoing
climate action in Ontario.

Ontario Nature
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